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After three weeks of negotiations on medical matfica, the Legislature has adjourned
until October 7. The Legislature has adjournechfaw. The crisis in health care

doesn’t have that option.

In May, | said | would call a special session tdr@ss the issue of the affordability and
availability of medical malpractice insurance. §tasue goes much farther than the
doctor’s office; it affects every Mississippianadery community in our state.

Unfortunately, nothing has changed since May.

Political agendas and special interests have had too large an impact on
the negotiations between House and Senate confer ees over medical

malpractice legislation.

The entire process has been frustrating. Unfotelpahat’'s sometimes how the
legislative process works. Itis slow, it is ugiynd it doesn’t always work the way we
would hope it would.

However, this issue is about the quality, availabdnd accessibility of health care for
2.8 million Mississippians. We must focus on wisdbest for our people and solve this
health care crisis.

There’s a challenge before us here, and we musthyoaway from this challenge.

The health care crisis in Mississippi continues.



